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BITS PILANI, DUBAI CAMPUS, DUBAI INTERNATIONAL ACADEMIC CITY

ADITYA BIRLA EDUCATION TRUST

MRS. NEERJA BIRLA
Founder & Chairperson
Aditya Birla Education Trust

The Aditya Birla Education Trust (ABET), chaired by the very passionate and committed Mrs Neerja
Birla, marks the foray of the organisation into the field of education. Right from establishing Aditya
Birla World Academy, a K-12 International School, to The Aditya Birla Integrated School, which
acknowledges the need for a school that caters to children with special needs, the education trust
has always prioritised the importance of a child’s development. The Trust has also
established Mpower, a centre dedicated to creating awareness and ending the stigma associated
with mental health.
The Aditya Birla Education Academy (ABEA) is the newest venture of the Trust, founded with a
vision to nurture the aspirations of educators who are in constant pursuit of excellence. The
institute aims to equip teaching professionals with skills that will enhance their abilities, enabling
them as facilitators to achieve better results in their classroom interactions.
In order to empower professionals, teachers, parents and families of the community, Mpower works
towards creating a body of knowledge, expertise and specialists in the field of mental health &
providing those in need with resources & information, training & guidance, diagnostic evaluation,
therapeutic interventions, psychological counselling.

Educators are responsible for the development of the future generation, hence, it is imperative
that they are ever willing to focus on their own professional development as well. ABEA intends
to provide its participants with courses that will further enhance their skills as educators and
school administrators.

CONCLAVE ITINERARY
LIGHTING OF THE LAMP WITH PRAYER

03:00pm

WELCOME ADDRESS
Ms. Surabhi Goel
CEO, Aditya Birla Education Academy

03:05pm

SPECIAL ADDRESS
Mrs. Neerja Birla
Founder & Chairperson, Aditya Birla Education Trust

03:10pm

ADDRESS
Prof. R.N. Saha
Director, BITS Pilani - Dubai Campus

03:25pm

PANEL DISCUSSION
Topic: Technology and the Teacher: An era of reckoning

03:35pm

KEYNOTE ADDRESS
Mr. James MacDonald
Vice President - Education, GEMS Education

04:35pm

TEA BREAK

04:50pm

GROUP DISCUSSION
Topic: Skill or Concept, what is more important in a child's
educational journey

05:10pm

INTRODUCTION TO ADITYA BIRLA EDUCATION ACADEMY
Ms. Surabhi Goel
CEO, Aditya Birla Education Academy
CLOSING NOTE
Ms. Vandana Mahajan
Founder Director, Futures Abroad

06:10pm

06:25pm

VOTE OF THANKS
Mr. Prodipta Hore
Program Director, Aditya Birla Education Academy

06:30pm

DINNER & NETWORKING HOUR

06:40pm

KEYNOTE SPEAKER

MR. JAMES MACDONALD
Vice President - Education
GEMS Education

James MacDonald is the Vice President of Education at GEMS Education. He oversees the
US and IB curriculum schools and supports other projects. Prior to joining GEMS, James
was Head of School at NIST International School in Thailand, and before that was the
Head of the world's second oldest international school, Yokohama International School
in Japan.
James holds a K-12 teacher qualification from Canada. Prior to becoming a school head
he held numerous roles including as IB diploma teacher, IT Director and school
business manager. James has also served as a governor on a number of different
educational boards, including EARCOS (representing over 180 overseas US curriculum
schools) and was Chair of the IB Regional Council in Asia Pacific (advisory board for a
network of roughly 500 IB schools).
He has also published numerous articles in refereed educational journals, is a regular
workshop leader and has presented at numerous conferences including IB Conferences,
the Council of International School events, and for four consecutive years at The Indian
Association of International Schools .
He is familiar with a wide variety of educational approaches, having worked and lived
Canada, Japan, Singapore, Thailand and now the UAE, and has earned a Masters of
Business Administration degree from the University of British Columbia (Canada), a
Masters of Arts in Education degree from the University of Bath (UK) and two
undergraduate degrees.

PANEL DISCUSSION
Technology & the Teacher: An era of reckoning.

A reckoning is imperative in evaluating the synergy between technology and
education. In an age where educational technology is evolving ever so rapidly with
innovations being introduced ever so often, one has to also take stock of the changing
and evolving role that an educator has to play in this scenario. In order to ensure that
every child can benefit from this, the decision makers in the educational sector are
faced with the herculean task of ensuring that technology and the teacher are in sync
so that the joint synergy can provide maximum benefits to a child and ensure that at
every level both resources are being utilised to its full potential.

MODERATOR

MS. NARGISH KHAMBATTA
Principal
GEMS Modern Academy

PANELISTS

MS. FATIMA MARTIN
Principal
GEMS New Millenium
School, Al Khail

MR. PRAMOD MAHAJAN
Principal
Sharjah Indian School

MS. RASHMI NANDKEOLYAR

MS. RANJU ANAND

Principal
Delhi Private School Dubai

Vice President
GEMS Education

MS. SANGITA CHIMA
Principal
GEMS New Our Own Private High School, Sharjah

GROUP DISCUSSION
Skill or Concept, what is more important in a
child's educational journey.

A coming of age debate, and rightly so! The last two decades have witnessed extensive
changes in the educational system. The pace at which career options are evolving and
increasing, creates an urgent need for the school system to take stock and be future
ready today! Educators need to evolve and enable their students with the right
balance of skill and conceptual knowledge in order to excel in the varied avenues of
the world. However, do we really need a balance, or does the role of one outweigh the
other? This discussion is sure to bring to light different perspectives for us all to
consider.

CLOSING NOTE

MS. VANDANA MAHAJAN
Founder Director
Futures Abroad

ADITYA BIRLA EDUCATION ACADEMY
LEADERSHIP TEAM

A qualified Chartered Accountant, Surabhi Goel brings with
her 17 years of experience across finance, project
management, operations, budgeting, branding & marketing.
She has worked at large organisations such as Arthur
Andersen and ICICI Bank but it was during her yearlong
teaching stint at an MBA college that she realised that she
was passionate about the education sector. She then worked
with Zee Learn where she set up their first international
school in Mumbai. Currently, she is the CEO at Aditya Birla
World Academy, a K12 international school, The Aditya Birla
Integrated School, a school for children who learn differently
& Aditya Birla Education Academy, a premier institute for
teacher professional development.
Her life mantra is 'learn, unlearn and relearn.'

MS. SURABHI GOEL
CEO
Aditya Birla Education Academy

Mr. Hore has a passion and drive to guide teachers in
devising creative teaching strategies. With over two decades
of teaching experience, Mr. Hore is currently not only the Coordinator for International Initiatives & Head of Faculty Mathematics at Aditya Birla World Academy, but he also
spearheads the planning, execution and co-ordination of the
academic programmes at the Aditya Birla Education
Academy. According to Mr. Hore, the secret to success in this
ever changing world is to acquire knowledge and most
importantly widening of one’s knowledge that will cater to
the demands of one’s professional needs, the needs to stay
curious, openness to new information, and to be ever willing
to learn and grow.

MR. PRODIPTA HORE
Program Director
Aditya Birla Education Academy

